
It truly is a win-win-win.
Life Skills students who run Raider Gear are able to develop  
and enhance vocational skills in order to obtain and maintain  
competitive employment in the local community, as well as  
improve their social skills through interaction with their peers. Graphic Arts 
students gain entrepreneurial skills as they learn the key aspects of starting and 
running a business. Additionally, students and staff who purchase the SV gear will 
not only display their Raider Pride, but all revenue from sales will go directly back 
into the Special Education Department.
“The skills that students gain here will easily transfer into the community,” stated Jerry 
Miller, Seneca Valley Special Education Director. “This will also provide our special 
needs students those skills necessary for independence.”
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Feb. 4 - School Board Meeting, Work Session,  

The concept for this apparel booth was presented to the special education department by the graphic arts
department last year. The startup funds for the cart came from money generated from SV’s coffee shop, Raider
Roast.

 
To learn more, watch SVTV’s promotion video on SV Raider Gear here: https://youtu.be/ryHIOooEqo4. 
At this time, the kiosk is not open to the public. However, future plans call for possible use at public 
events.

Senior High School Aud., 7 p.m. 
Feb. 11 - School Board Meeting, Regular Session, 

Senior High School Aud., 7 p.m.
Feb. 15 - Snow Make Up Day #1
Feb. 18 - Act-80 Day, No School for Students
Feb. 20 - Healthy Schools Series – Teenage 

Vaping, Drinking & Drugs, Senior High  
School Aud., 6:30 p.m. For more                
information, see page 13.

Feb. 23 - I Love CVE Event, 11 a.m.

For more dates, visit www.svsd.net/WebCalendar.

Gearing up for something good
T-Shirts, sweatshirts and jogger pants aren’t just being worn by students in
the hallways of SV, they can now be purchased there.
Seneca Valley Raider Gear is the latest addition to the senior high school and 
it officially opened to students and staff last week.  
The kiosk is fully operated by our exceptional students, and was created 
and designed by SV Graphic Arts students.

“Hello Dolly,” one of Broadway’s most 
enduring musical theater hits, is  
coming to SV as the 2018-19 All-School 
Musical! 

Don’t delay in purchasing your tickets 
as many of these shows will sell out: 
• Feb. 28 at 7 p.m.
• March 1 & 2 at 7:30 p.m.
• March 2 & 3 at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $12 for adults and $10 
for students/children. For more 
information or to order tickets, 
visit: www.svsd.net/SVMusical.

Well, Hello!
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http://www.svsd.net/SVMusical
https://youtu.be/ryHIOooEqo4
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Winter weather updates

A Flexible Instructional Day (FID) was utilized for the Jan. 31 closure. 
Should additional closures be called due to inclement weather, those 
closure days will also turn into FIDs. 

Here’s a Q&A on FIDs:

•

•

Snow Makeup Day #1 - The make up day for the Nov. 16 snow day will be 
Friday, Feb. 15, 2019 (this was our first school closure).
Snow Makeup Day #2 - The make up day for the Jan. 30 snow day will be 
Tuesday, April 23, 2019 (this was our second school closure).

Here are a few important weather facts for families as we head into another month of winter. 

First, our snow make up days are as follows:

How do FIDs work?
As noted on the student/teacher calendar, on the third, fourth and fifth days we close school due to inclement weather, that closure day 
automatically becomes a FID and students are expected to work on assignments from home that day as given to students prior by the 
teacher. FIDs will also be held should we close school for a fourth or fifth time.

How does student attendance work?
Each student is given 10 school days to complete and turn in the work. This allows those who are in daycare situations or unable to 
access the Internet an extended period of time to complete the work. Student attendance will be determined by verification and 
completion of the lesson and or assignment during the 10-school-day assignment window.

What is expected of students?
Students (and parents) can access FID information through the SV Portal. If a child does not have Internet access or equipment to log 
on, the child will have 10 school days to make up the assignment and turn it into his/her instructor for full credit.

What’s the benefit of a FID?
It will not require additional make up days to be needed - or to extend the school year to make up for inclement weather cancellations. 
FIDs are deemed a school day and count toward the number of instructional days/hours required under Article 15 of the Public School 
Code and Chapter 11 of the state Board of Education regulations.

What if I have a student with special needs?
The FID lesson will be designed for students with special needs utilizing their program modifications, specially designed instruction and 
supplementary aids and services identified in their individualized education plans. Upon return from a FID, teachers of students with 
special needs will meet with their students to review work submitted, checking for completion and understanding. If needed, students 
will have an additional 10 school days to complete assignments. Any related services (PT, OT, Speech, etc…) scheduled during the FID 
will be rescheduled according to the frequency requirements of the students’ individualized education plan. 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.svsd.svapp
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/seneca-valley-school-district/id1197437799?mt=8
https://portal.svsd.net/
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Unveiling creative spaces
The finishing touches have been made to two new Creativity, Innovation and Research Centers (CIRCs) that were opened at Rowan and 
Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) schools in the Seneca Valley School District earlier this school year.

Wide-eyed elementary students are greeted daily by a massive pirate ship complete with sails, palm trees and even a plank in Rowan’s CIRC space. 
Over at CVE, students get to traverse a draw bridge while visiting their stately white castle complete with towers and turrets. 

It is in these newly designed spaces where students can access maker spaces, including a green screen and, due to the generosity of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins Foundation, various interactive kits and equipment.

Some of the products include robotic, engineering, invention and construction activity sets, Kindles, microphones, extensive video equipment, Snap 
circuits and Arduino boards. In this immersive space, young inventors can use these materials to collaborate with their peers on subjects such as 
coding, robotics, engineering, communications and graphics design. 

Nearly two years ago, Seneca Valley collaborated with Pittsburgh-based Inventionland Institute to design innovative spaces and introduce creative 
resources at all Seneca Valley K-6 elementary schools as a way to help students find inspiration in their academics. 

The first CIRC space was installed at Haine Schools during summer 2017. Equipment and CIRC curriculum is also available to Evans City students as 
it is to all District students. In the case of Evans City, students can collaborate with the material and their peers via the school’s library. District officials 
look forward to incorporating a CIRC space in a future K-6 building that is planned for construction on Ehrman Road.
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Course additions, changes planned for 19-20
Seneca Valley’s Program of Studies (POS) for 2019-20 is getting an update. A recent presentation to the school board by 
Assistant Superintendent of 7-12 Instruction Dr. Matthew McKinley, noted that the new courses being added to the 2019-20 
Program of Studies (POS) include Anatomy 2; AP European History (cyber); College in High School (CHS) Chemistry, a 
partnership with Butler Community College; and CHS Film Studies, a partnership with University of Pittsburgh. In 
addition, the 2019-20 POS will feature a change of Performing Arts 8 to TV & Movie Production. 
Course changes at the Butler County Vocational-Technical School include a new Sports Medicine program, and Graphic Arts 
and Advertising Design merging to form Graphic Design. Also, Computer Networking & Telecommunications will now be 
called Computer Networking and Security, and all programs can now earn OSHA certification. 
Something else parents and students can expect to see is a format change from a four-year planning guide to a six-year 
planning guide. 
The online registration process for secondary students began on January 28 and will remain open through February 5. 
Parents/Students who have questions about the POS should contact their school counselor. To visit the 2019-20 POS, visit the 
“Grades” tab of the SV Portal.

International presence
Seneca Valley Academy of Choice (SVAOC) is getting national and international attention.
SVAOC Principal Denise Manganello was invited to participate in a national presentation of “Exploring the Possibilities, 
Challenges and Processes of Governance in Online Education” for Project Ungoverned on Jan. 24. In this online  
conference, Ms. Manganello shared the continued success of the SVAOC Cyber Program.
The SVAOC Cyber Program provides students with opportunities they may not have previously had through their public 
education experience. Students enrolled in the program have access to a flexible schedule, a world-class virtual and  
performing arts education, opportunities to participate in a wide range of district activities, and individualized instruction and support by certified and highly 
qualified members of the Seneca Valley School District professional teaching staff.
Additionally, officials from South Oakleigh Secondary College in Australia made a long journey to Seneca Valley in December (pictured above) to check out the 
intermediate high school Situated Multimedia Arts Learning Lab (SMALLab).
The lab is an embodied learning environment that allows for interactivity within a learning module.
During the visit, SVAOC Cyber and Blended Technology Education Teacher Ken Macek displayed software and technology used in the lab as well as in motion 
capture and animation courses at SV.

Registration for 2019 Summer School is on the horizon
Why Summer School?
• Get ahead! Students may enroll in a course they are scheduled to take in the 2019-20 school year through Acceleration.

This will open up room in your schedule for additional electives. Limit of one (1) credit.
• Brush-up on skills learned in previously completed courses through Audit/ Remediation.
• Recover credits by retaking a course previously failed or where credit was lost through Credit Recovery.
What is the cost?
Acceleration/Credit Recovery
• Half Year Course (.5 credit) - $130
• Full Year Course (1 credit) - $260
Students who do NOT live in Seneca Valley School District will be charged double. The cost will be $260 for 0.5 credit and $520 
for one (1) credit. Students who live in the district but attend other schools will pay the SV price.
Districts that partner with the Seneca Valley Academy of Choice Cyber program will register with their home district. 
For partnering information, please contact Denise Manganello.  
Audit/Remediation
• WITH Teacher support- Same pricing as Acceleration courses
• WITHOUT teacher support- $40

Registration and Payment System
Seneca Valley Academy of Choice (SVAOC) is happy to offer online payments for summer school courses. The registration form will take you directly to a PayPal 
option where you can pay by credit card or through your PayPal account. To see a guide of courses and cost per course (click here).
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER (REGISTRATION OPENS AT 9 a.m. ON JANUARY 30) Do not wait to register, as courses will close automatically once they are full! 
Important Dates to Know 
• January 30 - Summer School Registration begins at 9 a.m.
• May 16 - Summer School Acceleration and Audit Orientation Meeting at 6 p.m. in Haine Auditorium. Students may begin working on Acceleration and Audit

courses (teacher support will not begin until June 11)
• May 29- By 3 p.m. - Last day to drop summer school courses (parents must agree to course drop terms on the registration form. Be sure to read these over as 

course drops after this date will impact GPA).
• June 11 - Credit Recovery Orientation Meeting and prescriptive testing at 9 a.m. at Haine School. Summer lab hours begin (Monday -Thursday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at

Haine). Teacher support begins.
• July 18 - Course completion deadline (2 p.m.)

Summer School Lab - Haine School
Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  |  June 11 - July 18  |  Closed July 4  |  Math teacher available for support daily
*Summer School Courses ARE NOT NCAA-approved due to the condensed format.  It is the student's responsibility to review NCAA policies to ensure they are
academically eligible and fulfilling all requirements set by NCAA.
Division 1 Requirements      Division 2 Requirements      NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete
The summer school program offers many of the same courses offered during the school year and every course follows the Seneca Valley curriculum. The Edgenuity 
online learning system will help your student to learn, grow, and succeed! We encourage you to register as soon as possible since course offerings are based on the 
number of students registered. Questions? Contact Us!

https://portal.svsd.net/
mailto:manganellods%40svsd.net?subject=Summer%20School
https://www.svsd.net/cms/lib/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/1281/2019 Summer School Application.pdf
https://www.familyid.com/programs/2019-seneca-valley-summer-school-student-application
http://www.ncaa.org/d1
http://www.ncaa.org/d2
https://svsd.learn.edgenuity.com/Login/Student
https://svsd.learn.edgenuity.com/Login/Student
https://www.svsd.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=10031
https://www.svsd.net/cms/lib/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/1281/NCAA%20Student%20Athlete%20Guide.pdf


2019-20
KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION

If you plan to register your child during the times noted above,  
please contact the building your child will attend to set up an appointment. 

Not familiar with your attendance zone? Visit our Attendance Zones  
via our website at www.svsd.net/AttendanceZones to see  

what school your child will attend based on your home address.

Parents do not need to bring their child to registration.  
A May 2019 Program will invite students to meet and participate 

in developmentally appropriate hands-on activities with staff.

Documents that are REQUIRED to be presented 
the day of registration are:

• Two documents as proof of residency (lease agreements,
mortgage documents, current utility bills, tax records)

• Child’s birth certificate, baptismal certificate showing date of
birth, or other duly certified transcript of birth record

• Immunization records to date

To learn more about immunization requirements and access our electronic 
forms for enrollment, please visit www.svsd.net/KRegistration

SENECA 
VALLEY 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Seneca Valley welcomes children to register for kindergarten, which is an 
engaging half-day program with transportation that is provided one-way.  

In order to enroll, children must be five years old on or before  
September 1 of the enrollment year.

Registration locations, dates and contact numbers are:

Haine Elementary 
March 12 - 15
(724) 776-1581

Connoquenessing 
Valley Elementary                      

March 25-28                                     
(724) 452-8280

Evans City Elementary                                                   
March   4-6                                     

(724) 538-3680

Rowan Elementary                                                          
March 12 - 14                                     
(724) 776-1518
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‘A Gift from a Warm Heart’
For the fourth consecutive year, students at Evans City Stepping Stones, a before-and-after-school care program at Evans City Schools, took part in “A Gift 
from a Warm Heart” Project, making fleece blankets and dog toys to donate to local charities.
Thanks to generous donations from Stepping Stones families and staff at Evans City Schools, the students were able to create 89 blankets and over 130 dog 
toys.
The Evans City Food Cupboard received 70 of the blankets, with the rest going to the Evans City Police Department. The Butler County Humane Society 
received the dog toys. 
The idea for the project came from Ms. Valorie Burns, Stepping Stones group supervisor. 
“This year was our best year yet,” stated Ms. Burns. “The outpouring of monetary donations and fleece for the blankets was nothing short of amazing. 
Again, we cannot thank our wonderful Stepping Stones families and the incredible staff at Evans City enough for your generosity and kindness!  This 
project not only allows our students to show kindness to those in need, but shows them the compassion of the community in which they live.”

Making an impact 
Rowan Elementary School recently hosted guest speaker Lorin Meeder, Environmental 
Program Coordinator for Cranberry Township, who spoke to students about recycling 
and making a positive impact on the planet. 

Supportive community 
Mr. Randy Hart, a Seneca Valley Alumnus, former SV 
School Board Member and retired educator, donated 
$12,000 to CVE on Jan. 18. 

This generous donation will allow CVE to enhance their 
building's multi-sensory room and increase teacher learning 
opportunities. 

"Thank you, Mr. Hart," exclaimed CVE Principal DeeAnn 
Graham. "You make CVE a great place to learn!"

Mr. Hart has been a long-time donor to the District through 
various teacher mini-grants and donations through the 
Seneca Valley Foundation. We thank him for his continuous 
support and generous spirit! 
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Three-peat
For the third time in a row, the Seneca Valley Academic Decathlon Team placed first in a regional Academic 
Decathlon Competition, this one held at Oil City High School on Jan. 12. 

• SV seniors who medaled were Katie Bablak who won an overall gold and medaled in math, art, literature, 
economics and science; Rishin Sharma won in the events of math, art, economics and won an overall bronze; 
Katie Parker in the categories of music, literature, economics and science; and Mark Hemmerlin won in the 
category of economics.

• Juniors Nishant Jayachandran won an overall silver and also medaled in math, art, literature and economics; 
Logan Glatz medaled in art, science and social science and also won an overall bronze; Megan Neely won in 
the categories of art and literature; Gabe Sutherland medaled in economics and social science. Nikolaus
Schuster, Lee Spark and Will Firman all medaled in social science. Julia Allman won in the category of art.

• Sophomores Mia Chevallier medaled in music and art and Abigail Roeckmann won in the events of art and 
social science.

• Freshman Kate Lipscomb medaled in music. 

Seneca Valley competed against 14 other schools in seven events: art, music, literature, social science, 
economics, math and science.

The SV Academic Decathlon Team includes Julia Allman, Katie Parker, Gabe Sutherland, Logan Glatz, Nick 
Folino, Mark Hemmerlin, Megan Spark, Abigail Roeckmann, Steven Yang, Kate Lipscomb, Ryan Lipscomb, 
Nishant Jayachandran, Megan Neely, Christina Yang, Jessie Glatz, Katie Bablak, Ashley Conroy and Mia 
Chevallier, Will Firman and Nik Schuster. 

The next competition will be a regional competition held at Edinboro University March 15-16.

Counseling 
futures
The Seneca Valley STEM Lecture 
Series hosted Dawn Halle, a 
Licensed Professional Counselor 
(LPC),  Certified Rehabilitation 
Counselor (CRC) and a Certified 
Clinical Trauma Professional 
(CCTP), who discussed her 
experience and background to 
students interested in pursuing this 
line of work on Jan. 28.

Ms. Halle currently works as a Triage 
Therapist with Glade Run, serving 
at Seneca Valley School District and 
holds private practice hours in Butler 
PA, partnering with the Christian 
Counselors Collaborative. She has 
practiced clinical work throughout 
Western PA in the areas of mental 
health, drug and alcohol, the  
education system (secondary and 
post-secondary), the judicial system, 
as well as disability-related services.

A little controversy 
Seneca Valley Senior High School 
(SHS) students recently visited Ryan 
Gloyer Middle School (RGMS) for a 
little controversy. 

For the fourth consecutive year, SHS 
students enrolled in Argument 1 and 
2 courses taught the Spontaneous 
Argumentation (SPAR) debate  
procedure to seventh graders in 
Susan Moury’s English classes. 

This technique helps students  
understand the components of 
writing, how to think critically and 
support ideas with evidence.

Taking a stand 
A senior at Seneca Valley was recently recognized for delivering engaging and insightful knowledge of past history. 

Seneca Valley Senior Martina Beggy won the accolade of Excellent 
Delegate at Duquesne University’s Model United Nations event on Jan. 25. 
Miss Beggy participated in a simulated crisis committee that examined the 
power dynamics at the time of the Tiananmen Square student protests of 
1989.  She assumed the role of Xu Qinxian, a general of the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army that refused to use force against demonstrators 
in Beijing. 
This is Miss Beggy’s fourth Model United Nations award. 
Nearly 400 students from 21 schools all over Western Pennsylvania 
assumed the roles of the diplomats to the United Nations in a variety of 
subcommittees and worked to generate agreements on past and 
contemporary political issues. 
Model United Nations provides students the opportunity to learn about 
and discuss today's most relevant issues of international diplomacy 
through participation in an academic simulation.
Miss Beggy was supervised and coached by senior high school gifted 
support teacher Dean Walker.  
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SVAOC Performing Arts – January 2019
Varden Armstrong, Performing Arts Coordinator

News and Events

Sweet symphony 
Two Seneca Valley students are gearing up to participate in a regional orchestra festival. 

These students joined other SV instrumentalists as they participated in the Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association (PMEA) Districts 2, 3 and 5 Orchestra Festival held Jan 10-12. 

Based on these audition results, SV students Shawn Bliss, senior, and Jacklyn Ko, sophomore, will be 
moving on to the PMEA Western Region Orchestra Festival in February at Hollidaysburg Area High 
School.

More than 31 school districts in Pennsylvania participated in the festival, with over 100 student musicians 
performing the music of Berlioz, John Williams and Verdi. The festival was directed by guest conductor 
Johnathon R. Moser, currently the director of the Erie Junior Philharmonic.

Students are led by Sarah Miller, secondary orchestra instructor. 

Pictured Left to Right: Abby Proctor (sophomore), Jacklyn Ko (sophomore), Mariah Harvin (senior), Shawn Bliss (senior) and Meghan Keppler (junior). 

Sounds of success
Thirty-four students in grades 7-9 participated in the Pennsylvania Music 
Educators Association (PMEA) Jr. High District Chorus at Grove City Area 
High School on Jan. 16.  

The following students selected for Jr. High District Chorus in grade 8 were 
Allison Alexander, Alexis Bardos, Joe Cantella, Kyle Davidson, Avery Flood, 
Cameron Hayward, Mark Gartner, Carly Pelletier, Tess Kyyashko, Alexis 
Helsel, Rachel Henne, Leta Hixon, Elizabeth Hixon, Kaitlyn Mankevich, Ryan 
McDonald and Elliot McMahon.

In grade 9: Logan Biordi, Mark Brymer, Nick Dellana, Grace Fawcett, Kevin 
George, Trey Hixon, Gavin Khilji, Kate Lipscomb, Dru Merrick, Alex Mortier, 
Tanush Nelikil, Sam Panizales, Eli Peel, Bernie Riley, Greta Schmidt, Sam 
Skeen, Jonah Smeltzer and Caroline Zulick.

The students participated in a one-day festival where they worked with guest 
conductors who finely tuned the students’ skills prior to their evening concert. 

Jr. High District Chorus 5 is made up of students from Beaver, Butler, and 
Lawrence and Mercer counties.

Vocal instructors on the secondary campus include Aaron Magill, Bobi-Jean 
Alexander and Claire Barker.

Top music 
Twenty-two Seneca Valley instrumentalists were selected to participate in the 2019 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) District 5 Band Festival Jan. 24-26. 

Representing Seneca Valley were Nicole Buchek, Ally Buchek, Luke Choban, David Choi, 
Grace Connors, Rebekah Cox, Zach Garcia, Eden Geis, Kyle Gragg, Hiruni Herat, Jeremy Love, 
Evan Moeller, Olivia Otway, Ashleigh Patterson, Elizabeth Salgado, Kate Scanlan, Sean Scott, 
Harrison Silvester, Ryan Sims, Carmyn Talento, Brian Vogel and Renhan Xu.

Based on audition results, 19 SV students Luke Choban, David Choi, Grace Connors, Rebekah 
Cox, Zach Garcia, Eden Geis, Kyle Gragg, Hiruni Herat, Jeremy Love, Evan Moeller, Olivia 
Otway, Ashleigh Patterson, Elizabeth Salgado, Kate Scanlan, Sean Scott, Ryan Sims, Carmyn 
Talento, Brian Vogel and Renhan Xu will be moving on to the PMEA Region 1 Band Festival in 
March.

“This is the first step in the state level music festival system where students have the 
opportunity to advance to the regional level,” stated Seneca Valley Band Teacher Varden 
Armstrong.

District 5 is made up of students from Beaver, Butler, Lawrence and Mercer counties. 

Instrumental instructors on the secondary campus include Robert Matchett, Varden 
Armstrong, Robert Babick and Sara Snyder.
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January 2019
Heather Lewis, Seneca Valley Athletics and Activities Director

Raider Athletics

WINTER SPORTS UPDATES

Girls Basketball
Raider Girls’ Basketball currently sits in fourth place in WPIAL 6-A, Section 1 basketball standings with a 5-5 section mark and overall record of 11-6.  At the time of this 
writing, Seneca Valley has four remaining section contests which will determine their post-season fate. The Raiders traveled to Pine-Richland (Jan. 28), hosted Shaler 
(Jan. 31), and will travel to Fox Chapel (Feb. 4) and host Butler on Feb. 7, for Senior Night. WPIAL play-off brackets will be announced at 7 p.m. on Feb.12.

CLUB SPORT HIGHLIGHT – Bowling Team Enjoys Success in 2019
The Seneca Valley Bowling Team, under the direction of head coach Neil Morris, is enjoying success this season.  The 
Raiders entered the 2018-19 season as a relatively new program in the Western Pennsylvania Interscholastic Bowling League 
(WPIBL). Junior Ryan Thoma and sophomore Jason Hartenstein rank in the top-10 of the WPIBL North section in scoring 
average. On the girl’s side, senior Maddie Ferringer is fourth in scoring average for the WPIBL North section. We wish the 
Raiders good luck as the regular season ends the week of Feb. 6.

Boys Basketball
Raider Boys’ Basketball is currently tied for third place with North Allegheny in WPIAL 6-A, Section 1 basketball with an 8-8 overall mark and 3-4 in section 
play. The boys will host North Hills on Jan. 29, and close out their section schedule hosting North Allegheny on Feb. 1, (Senior Night) and traveling to Butler on 
Feb. 5. These final three section contests will go a long way in determining Seneca Valley’s post-season possibilities.  

Swimming and Diving
At the time of this writing, the undefeated girls’ team (9-0) and 8-1 boys’ swimming and diving team were anticipating their 
showdown with section rival North Allegheny on Feb. 1, at North Allegheny. In addition to an outstanding dual meet season, 
the Raiders have qualified numerous swimmers (in multiple events) and divers for WPIAL Championships. Stay tuned to 
the February edition for results following the end of the regular dual meet season.

ALL-STATE HONORS – Will Gallagher
Senior goalkeeper Will Gallagher was recognized for his outstanding season with All-State honors at the PA All-State Banquet on Jan. 26.  

TRI-STATE ORTHOPAEDICS – Athletes of the Month, December 2018
Seneca Valley Athletics is pleased to partner with Tri-State Orthopaedics to sponsor a male and female Raider 
Athlete of the Month.  This year marks the third and final year of a three-year partnership with Tri-State 
Orthopaedics and the Athletics Department is pleased to announce the Athletes of the Month for December 
were senior girls’ basketball player McKenna Gross and sophomore wrestler Dylan Chappell.
The Female Athlete of the Month is senior basketball guard McKenna Gross. McKenna led the Raiders 
to a 7-2 record for the month of December as she averaged 15.8 points, 4.0 rebounds, and 2.0 assists per 
game over the first nine contests. McKenna is shooting 45 percent from the field, including 48 percent 
from 3-point range, and 73 percent from the charity stripe. She was awarded the Tournament MVP at the 
Seneca Valley Tip-Off Tournament and was named to the All-Tournament Team at the Riverside Holiday 
Tournament. McKenna has led her team in scoring in six of the nine games for December and scored a 
season-high 28 points in a victory over North Hills. For an outstanding month, we recognize McKenna as 
the December Athlete of the Month. 
The Male Athlete of the Month is sophomore wrestler Dylan Chappell. Dylan’s individual record of 14-3 in 
the month of December has helped the Raiders’ start the season 3-1 in dual meet action. Dylan took first 
place at the King of the Mountain Tournament at Central Mountain High School at the 113-pound weight 
class. At the Powerade Tournament at Canon-McMillan High School, Dylan finished in second place at 106 pounds. Powerade is rated the second best 
tournament in the country and the top tournament in the state of Pennsylvania. Currently, Dylan is ranked first in the state and 20th in the nation at the 
106-pound weight class by FloWrestling.

KEY DATES for RAIDER ATHLETICS Upcoming key dates for Raider Athletics include:

• Feb. 19, 2019: Spring sport drug & concussion testing and physicals at the Senior High School starts in the Athletic Office immediately after 
school.

• Feb. 22, 2019: All spring sport paperwork is DUE – please turn in to the Athletic Office, located in the lobby of the Senior High School.

• March 4, 2019: First OFFICIAL day of spring sport tryouts/practices for all varsity, junior varsity, junior high and middle school teams. 

Wrestling – Back-to-back SECTION CHAMPIONS!
Congratulations to Raider Wrestling for securing their second consecutive section title. The Raiders breezed through 
the section championships defeating Hampton with a decisive 62-6 win. They followed up that effort with a convincing 
56-18 victory over North Allegheny in the section finals. Seneca Valley was seeded second in the WPIAL Team 
Championships and hosted the preliminary and quarterfinal rounds on Jan. 30. Following team championships in 
February the focus turns to the individual WPIAL and PIAA championships in March.
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Local businesses support SVF through EITC
The Seneca Valley Foundation received generous donations from local businesses totaling more than $35,000 through the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Development's Education Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program grant.

A statewide program, EITC enables businesses to make donations to organiza-tions they choose from a Commonwealth – approved list. EITC is a statewide 
initiative enacted by the PA Department of Community and Economic Develop-ment in 2001. EITC enables eligible businesses to apply credits against 
their tax liability for the tax year in which they make a contribution to support education in Pennsylvania.

Seneca Valley donors and donor amounts are:

NexTier Bank -  $22,500
The Buncher Company - $5,000

Waste Management - $4,111
Farmers National Bank - $4,000

Specifically, EITC donations will benefit Seneca Valley’s Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) classes.

If your business --or a business you know-- participates in EITC, please encourage them to dedicate EITC funds to the Seneca Valley Foundation.

For more information or if you have questions, please call Ms. Kay Hoch, foundation secretary, at (724) 452-6040 ext. 1638 or by emailing her at 
hochkl@svsd.net.

For more information, visit www.svsd.net/SVFoundation.

Farmers National Bank Branch Manager Trey Skalos (left) and Farmers 
National Bank Vice President of Corporate Banking Joshua Fye (far 
right), gives $4,000 to Dr. Tracy Vitale, Seneca Valley Superintendent of 
Schools (center) and Seneca Valley Foundation's Executive Director. 

Maria Amoruso, NexTier Bank’s Senior Vice President and Chief Marketing 
Officer (second from left), Clem Rosenberger, NexTier Bank’s President and 
CEO (second from right) and Sue Kushnereit, NexTier Bank’s Assistant Vice 
President and Marketing Project Manager (far right) give $22,500 to Lynn 
Burtner, Seneca Valley School District Business Manager (far left) and Seneca 
Valley Foundation Trustee. 

First Energy Grant benefits SV 
Genetics Lab
Mr. Rob Lombardo (center), a representative of First Energy, 
presented Seneca Valley Intermediate High School (IHS) Principal 
Dr. Matt Delp (left) and IHS Biology Teacher Mr. Tom Lavelle (right) 
with a check for $1,000 on Dec. 20.  Mr. Lavelle received the funding 
from a grant he applied for through First Energy to benefit the 
molecular genetics lab.

Ms. Terri Fischer, Waste Management's Education Solutions 
Representative (pictured right), gives $4,111 to Seneca Valley 
School District Business Manager, Ms. Lynn Burtner, who also 
serves as a Seneca Valley Foundation Trustee. 

mailto:hochkl%40svsd.net?subject=
http://www.svsd.net/SVFoundation


James Nickel
Board President

Cranberry Township West I 
and West II, Region 2 

January is School Board 
Recognition Month

Pennsylvania public schools educate nearly two million students 
and 7,245 are in the Seneca Valley School District. Each one of those 
students has an individual story and a different path they are taking 
into adulthood. The roads to success are as varied as the students, 
but they are not traveling this path alone. Parents, teachers, admin-
istrators, school bus drivers, and cafeteria aids all play a vital role in 
the success of students.SB Meeting 2018 
In January, we pause to salute another group of nine people who 
spend dozens of hours each month voluntarily leading our schools 
and making difficult decisions – they are the school directors. 
School directors play a special part in this District in that they set 
the foundation for a strong education system. These elected officials 
spend countless hours reviewing budgets, approving curriculum and 
textbook choices, reviewing hiring decisions, adopting policy, and 
evaluating the academic and operational results of the district. They 
are our neighbors, friends, community leaders and engaged senior 
citizens doing a necessary job for the benefit of our children.
As we continue to celebrate the success stories in our schools, let’s 
not forget our elected school directors who play a significant role in 
creating the environment where those successes can happen. 
Many thanks to the members of the Seneca Valley School Board of 
Directors!
To learn more about our Directors and the areas they represent, 
click here.

Each are pictured with Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of 
Schools, and Mr. Jim Nickel, Board President.
Students are nominated by their building and those who appear 
receive an “I Led the Pledge” T-shirt along with a Seneca Valley 
gift.

I Led the Pledge
Elementary students from Seneca Valley’s K-4 schools will be appearing at all of this year’s school board meetings, 
leading the members of the School Board and public in saying “The Pledge of Allegiance.”
For the January School Board Meetings, two fourth graders were proud to do the honors. Haine Elementary fourth 
grader Giovanni Acri led the Pledge at the January 7 work session and Evans City Elementary fourth grader Avery 
Jackanic led it at the Jan. 22 regular session meeting.

School Board Meeting Information
The agenda development (work session) meetings are held at 7 p.m. 
on the first Monday of each month.
The regular action board meeting is held at 7 p.m. on the second 
Monday of each month. These meetings are open to the public and 
allow for public comment. For more information, contact the board 
secretary at (724) 452-6040, ext. 1638.
If you require special accommodations to participate in the proceed-
ings, please call the director of human resources at (724) 452-6040, 
ext. 1760.
School board meeting agendas and minutes can be found on the 
school district website at www.svsd.net/school_board.
Please note that board meeting minutes must be approved at the 
following month’s meeting before they can be posted.

Eric DiTullio
Board Vice President

Lancaster and Forward 
Townships, Region 8 

Susan Harrison
Board Director

Cranberry Township West 
III, Region 3 

Tim Hester
Board Director

Cranberry Township East III 
and West V, Region 5 

Leslie Bredl
Board Director

Cranberry Township East I 
and II, Region 1 

Reid Moon
Board Director

Zelienople Borough, Region 6 

Fred Peterson
Board Director

Cranberry Township West 
IV and West VI, Region 4 

Jeff Widdowson
Board Director

Callery and Harmony 
Boroughs and Jackson 

Township, Region 9 

Kathy Whittle
Board Director

Evans City and Seven Fields 
Boroughs, Region 7 
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https://www.svsd.net/page/494
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SV hires buildings & grounds director
During the action agenda portion of Seneca Valley’s School Board Meeting on Jan. 7, 2019, board 
members approved the appointment of Randy Miller as the District’s new buildings and grounds 
director. R. Miller.

Mr. Miller comes to Seneca Valley from the corporate sector where he has worked for the past 
three and a half years as a project manager for FedEx Ground Corp. in Moon Township. During 
his time there, he has been responsible for managing the development and design of facilities, 
sites, buildings and material handling systems for expansions and new hubs/stations in the gulf 
region. Mr. Miller’s extensive experience includes working with all phases of design and 
construction, including project budgets.

Additional experience includes seven years working as director of construction administration 
at Architectural Innovations in Pittsburgh; four years as project manager with Eckles 
Architecture in New Castle; two years as project manager and specifications writer for Foreman 
Architect and Engineers in Zelienople; and 14 years as project manager and architect for 
Richard N. Manns, Architect P.C. in Munhall.

“We welcome Mr. Miller’s experience and expertise from the architectural/construction 
industry, especially as we embark on two large building projects in the District,” said Dr. Tracy 
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Coming soon...
Seneca Valley Intermediate High School Social Studies Teacher Mark Macedonia’s 
book, "The Soles of Cyrus Eblis," will be hitting bookshelves soon. 

Officially released on Feb. 5, read more about the story or pre-order the book, here.

The Cranberry Township Barnes & Noble will host Mr. Macedonia for a book fair 
that will benefit Seneca Valley Intermediate High School (IHS) from 1-3 p.m. on 
Feb. 16.    

During the event Mr. Macedonia will read a chapter from his book, answer 
questions on his writing process and sign copies for those who are interested. 

Additionally, all purchases made in store that day or online at www.bn.com/
bookfairs using the ID 12498267 will count toward money that will be donated to 
the IHS.

‘ACE’ students
Eighteen students were recently accepted into 
the Seneca Valley Architecture, Construction 
and Engineering (SV ACE) Externship.
The students got their first taste of the 
externship and learned a great deal about the 
design process during a Steering Meeting on Jan. 
15.  
Students who were chosen will job shadow with 
the architectural firm and professional engineers 
hired to create SV’s new K-6 facility. 
ACE students will attend and provide input at a 
number of meetings, both in the daytime and 
evening, at Seneca Valley as well as offices in the 
Pittsburgh area.
This wonderful opportunity will serve as a career 
engagement opportunity for resume building 
and learning experience, and afford students an 
early perspective on the industry to determine 
future and/or continued interest.

Vitale, Superintendent of Schools. “He brings to the table a wealth of knowledge that will allow us to move through the foreseeable future in a 
smooth and effective way.”

Mr. Miller earned his Bachelor of Arts in Architectural Studies from the University of Pittsburgh.

Mr. Miller replaces Mr. Robert Cook, who resigned earlier this month to pursue other professional opportunities.

Healthy Schools
Seneca Valley’s Healthy Schools Series first 
presentation took place on Jan. 29. A panel of five 
experts weighed in on the topic of bullying 
prevention in a time of cell phones and social 
media. They shared their expertise and advice to 
parents, administrators, teachers and community 
members.
For additional parent resources, visit www.svsd.net/
HealthySchools. 

https://stpolycarppublishinghouse.com/collections/featured-books/products/the-soles-of-cyrus-eblis-hardcover
www.bn.com/bookfairs
www.svsd.net/HealthySchools
www.svsd.net/HealthySchools


HEALTHY SCHOOLS

A L L  P R O G R A M S  W I L L  B E  H E L D  I N  T H E  S E N I O R  
H I G H  S C H O O L  A U D I T O R I U M  F R O M  6 : 3 0  -  8  P . M .

S E N E C A  V A L L E Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  P R E S E N T S

w w w . s v s d . n e t

Bullying Prevention in a Time of Cell Phones & Social 
Media 

These evening presentations are FREE and open to parents and the general 
public. It is not recommended for children; however, childcare will be provided 

at no cost. To reserve a childcare spot, please contact Julie Moore at 
(724) 452-6040, ext. 0 or via email at moorejm@svsd.net

Teenage Vaping, Drinking & Drugs 

Designing Safe & Secure Schools

A screening of the Screenagers Movie: Growing up in the 
Digital Age

Tuesday, Jan. 29

Wednesday, Feb. 20

Thursday, March 7

Thursday, May 2

#HealthySchoolsKindKids

#HealthySchoolsSafeKids

#HealthySchoolsHealthyKids

#HealthySchoolsSmartKids

http://www.svsd.net/
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Alumni

NotesNotesNewsNews
SV alums share STEM stories 
The Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) field is a full-fledged movement and many students are considering various STEM fields of 
study as they move toward post-secondary education. However, like many students who are trying to figure out what they want to do, they have many 
questions.
That’s where SV alumni step in.
Over 50 Seneca Valley alumni who have entered STEM programs or fields of study spoke at the senior high school on Dec. 20-21, for the school’s STEM 
Alumni Days.
Students heard presentations and personal stories from alumni about college majors, research projects, internships, jobs, and overall college experiences in 
areas such as pharmacy, civil engineering, and nursing.
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Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re doing today:
A: I have had a long career in journalism. I graduated from Boston University with a degree in 
broadcast journalism, moved to the San Francisco Bay Area and have been working in media ever 
since. I have written for numerous magazines, hosted several local television programs, and have 
been Director of Media for a large non-profit for many years. I recently started a new position as 
Director of Communications for the Cambrian School District in San Jose, CA.   
Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: I have two teenage daughters, one in high school and the other in college in southern California. 
My sister Tracy (SV Class of '82) is a very successful caterer in Washington DC (with Main Event 
Caterers).... caters Inaugural Balls, Supreme Court events, etc…, and my sister Missy (SV Class of 
'83) has been a teacher in Philadelphia for several decades. When I grew up in Cranberry it was 
tiny; from what I hear that is not the case anymore!

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to know about you?
A: When I was in high school and college, I worked as a professional model. Believe it or not, I missed 
49 days of school my senior year in high school at Seneca Valley, working (and still graduated!). 
Another thing: My passion for writing has landed me in the Oval office...by writing to President Bush 
about my Dad, our family was invited to visit him at the White House. My parents moved to the Wash-
ington DC area and my Dad had 
volunteered with the U.S. Parks Service 
for about nine years. He worked right 
outside the White House, helping with 
the crowds for the White House tours. 
So, in 2000 when President Bush was 
elected, I wrote him a letter asking him 
if he could meet my Dad, calling him 
one of the President's "finest ambassa-
dors." A few months later, I received 
a call from the White House inviting 
us to a ceremony honoring my Dad. 
Apparently, it was National Volunteer 
Week and National Parks Week. My 
family attended, and President Bush 
first met us near the Rose Garden, escorted us to the lawn of the White House and gave a speech to the 
Press about my Dad. He called my Dad "one of my finest ambassadors." After the speech, he walked us 
across the grounds to the Oval Office, and gave us a tour of it. It was unforgettable!
Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and  
professionally?
A: Seneca Valley made me honest, strong, and empowered me 
to develop my voice and work ethic.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special 
place to learn and grow?
A: Teachers are there because they care. The community sup-
porting Seneca is awesome too. 

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: At Rowan my favorite teacher was named Ms. Campbell. At 
Seneca, it was Mr. Dixon, my French teacher. I've been to France 
many times and I always think of him.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: I loved that our prom was put on by the kids--we decorated the gym and cafeteria and it was free. Everyone could 
attend. I loved the unity our class (of 1985) had. I still keep in close touch with several members of my class.
Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: You might not hear it enough, but YOU are making a tremendous difference in the lives of the kids. Bravo!
Q: What do you wish other people knew about Seneca Valley?
A: Seneca Valley gave me the foundation I needed to succeed. I treasure my memories from there. I live in California now, and it's a very different environ-
ment. I wish my kids could have the experience of school at Seneca because I believe they would have a much more solid foundation. 

Seneca Valley 1985 graduate Dawn Foreman is 
the coordinator of marketing, communications 
and community engagement for the Cambrian 
School District in San Jose, CA. We asked her to 
catch us up on what she is doing now and how 
Seneca Valley influenced her life and career.  

Alumni: we want to hear from you!
Seneca Valley is proud of their graduates who have excelled in their careers.  To keep us in the loop, send your graduation year, 

a summary of your professional life and a brief review of how Seneca Valley helped pave the way to: 
Linda Andreassi, Communications Director.

Q A &AlumniQ A

mailto:andreassill%40svsd.net?subject=Alumni%20Feature


Enforcing rules around screen time is by far one of the hardest things parents do, especially with teens. There is so little written that gives 
example consequences and yet getting ideas is so important as a parent. 
Setting fair consequences, that our youth help set (when possible), is a gift we give our children. It is a lot easier to “check out” and just let 
kids and teens sort out for themselves what, when and how long they want to use screens. But, of course, that is not the solution. Frankly, 
that approach would prevent many kids from reaching short and long-term goals. In Screenagers, they look at the research about how 
improving one’s self-control is a predictor of all sorts of positive outcomes later in life. Having a few key rules and practice following them 
does indeed strengthen executive functioning and self-control. 
As children become teens, having autonomy and feeling respected are increasingly important. Let them know how much you regard 
their input and that you understand they want control over their lives. Let them also know that a healthy home has screen time limits, 
period. It is just the way it is, research shows that this is extremely important.
A parent’s goal is to enforce a rule in a matter of fact way, staying calm. No lecturing, no yelling. This can be hard, but it is worth it. This is 
all about decreasing power struggles. If a rule ultimately does not work, then find a time to discuss the issue — which is one of the main 
reasons that Tech Talk Tuesdays exists. 

Several parents were asked for examples of rules and consequences they have. Below are ideas based on their answers. 
Rule: Phone gets handed over to a parent at 9 p.m.
Predetermined Consequence: If not done, the next night a parent takes the phone at 8 p.m. The night after, go back to the original rule where the child hands it over at 9 p.m. 
Rule: iPad (or another portable screen) is not to be in the bedroom, but to stay in the office or another family common space.
Predetermined Consequence: If brought into the bedroom, iPad is put away for the rest of the day and is not used the next day at all.
Rule: No video games on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
Predefined Consequence: If found to be playing video games, they lose video 
game time for one day. 
Rule: While doing homework, keep the phone in another room but can take phone 
breaks.
Predefined Consequence: If they are found with the phone by the computer while 
they work, then it gets put away for the rest of the day. 
Rule:  Parent gives a specific amount of time the child/teen can play a video game. 
Predefined Consequence: If the child does not comply when the time is up, 
the time the child can play is shortened by 10 minutes the next scheduled video 
game play. 
Rule: Not to use a personal device at a certain event, such as a family gathering.
Predefined Consequence: If uses a device at the event, they cannot use that device 
after the event and following morning. 

Rule: The kitchen is a device-free zone in the house. 
Predefined Consequence: When the child is on a device in the kitchen they get one warning, but the next time they lose the nighttime privilege of 20 minutes of screen time that day.

- 16 - Articles and photo provided by Screenagers.

Creating consequences, hard but necessary!

Co-parenting, married or divorced, can be extremely challenging in these tech-heavy times.
Most psychology frameworks emphasize the importance of parenting from a “united front.” This is when parents come to a consensus behind closed doors and then present the 
consensus to the child. This article provides a couple of communication tools that can help parents find a compromise when they do not see eye-to-eye. 

How to improve co-parenting around screens
First and foremost, try to ground your conversations about screen time in data. Researchers continue to learn more about the adolescent brain and how it undergoes massive 
restructuring during those formative years. They have been learning more about why getting at least 8 to 9 hours of sleep is essential to physical, mental and academic well being. 
Having a shared understanding of the  science may mean that a compromise around what time electronics are shut off, and kept out of the bedroom, is achieved more easily.

How to ask for what you want from the other parent
So often we use “You” phrases such as “You let them use too many screens,” “You don’t understand how it’s impacting them,” “You are too lenient,” or “You are too strict.” A 
more effective approach to finding a compromise is by using the “DEAR MAN” method. 
D—Describe the situation, just the facts. For instance, “Timmy is having a hard time waking up in the morning because he is playing video games late into the night.”
E—Express how you are feeling and your understanding of it. Use I statements. For example. “I am worried and concerned about him being able to pay attention in class.”
A—Assert yourself by asking what you do or do not want. Be direct. You might say, “I want video games to be off by 9 p.m. each night.”
R—Reinforce how the change you are proposing can have benefits for everyone involved. “I think Timmy will do better in school, and we will have fewer fights in the house if the 
games are off at 9 p.m. I think this can also help our relationship because get so angry at each other about this issue most nights.”
M—Stay Mindful by staying on course and not bringing in other issues.
A—Appear confident. Doing so makes it harder for the other person to dismiss your request.  
N—Negotiate with the goal of making both parties as satisfied as possible. For instance, if you want Timmy to turn the game off at 9 p.m. and your husband thinks it should be 
10 p.m., why not 9:30 p.m.?
When parents have disagreed for a long time about screen use, the conversation around the rules and consequences can escalate quickly into the red zone. 

The “I Heard You Say” method is also extremely effective in helping get a positive result for all parties involved.
•  Ask the other parent to explain something that has been a sticking point around parenting. Such as: “Can you help me understand why you believe Timmy does not need a 
set time for games off during the week?”
•  Before they start, let them know that you want to repeat back to them what they are saying, so as to ensure you understand it correctly.
•  Then, a few sentences in, try to repeat back as accurately as you can what they have just said. It is actually much harder than it sounds.
•  When they seem to be done, ask is there anything else? The goal is for them to feel really heard. So, calmly invite any more points they want to add.
•  See from their perspective: Say something such as “ I can see by what you are saying why you feel the way you do.” Hopefully, this is true, that you can get a tiny bit into their 
shoes. 
•  You are not necessarily agreeing with them (although you might). Saying that you understand their perspective does not mean you are agreeing with it. You just now better 
understand it. As humans, we truly crave being understood. 
•  The final part takes a lot of willpower, but it’s worth it. You would say something like, “Let me sit with this awhile and let's talk in a couple of hours. Then, I would love to say 
what I want for Timmy.”
•  This break can be so powerful because you are really reinforcing to the other parent that you understand them better. If instead you go right into opposing views, you will 
undo some of  the work you just did. 
Parents, at times, will be in such conflict over tech time, that trying to present a united front will be impossible. When this is happening, opt more time for open conversations. 
Often professional counselors can be essential when things have become especially toxic. 

Co-parenting tech time, working through differences

Here are a few questions to start a 
conversation: 

• What are the rules around screen time in 
our house?

• What are the consequences, or if not 
known, what should they be?

• What are things that can be done to 
increase the chance that rules will be 
followed (such as visual reminders, 
timers, or even tech solutions such as 
apps that turn things off automatically)?
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Rule: No use of your phone in class. (You might only hear about this from a teacher or administrator.)
Predefined Consequence: If phone is being used, then it must stay home the next day. If it happens again, it would be for the week. 
Rule: No internet or video games during the school week — if needs to check something on the internet, must ask a parent first. 
Predefined Consequence: If found doing this during the week then they lose some of Saturday computer time.

https://www.screenagersmovie.com/?utm_source=Streak+Inquiries&utm_campaign=3a362acf16-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_05_08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6df95fe5f7-3a362acf16-159827209&mc_cid=3a362acf16&mc_eid=f4b3d95883
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/


There are three recent trends in crimes of opportunity that I’d like to review so that you can protect yourself:

Sliders: This is when a thief will come up to your passenger side door while you’re pumping gas, quietly open your door, and reach in and take whatever they 
can grab out of your passenger seat. By the time you get done pumping your gas, get back in your car, and realize that things are missing, the thief is long gone. 
The easiest way to prevent this from happening to you is by simply taking your keys out of the car with you when you pump gas and locking your doors. As 
with any  other crime of opportunity, when the thief encounters the resistance of a locked door, they’re going to cease in their attempt to get into your vehicle.

Theft from parked vehicles: In my neighborhood this summer, I woke up one Saturday to several neighbors saying, “My car was broken into last night.” In 
reality, no cars were “broken” into. The thief went down the street and pulled a bunch of door handles until he found cars that were unlocked. The cars that 
weren’t  locked had things stolen. The cars that were locked did not.
This trend is more prevalent in urban areas where foot traffic is more common, but it also occurs in the suburbs as well. The simple solution to this is to lock 
your cars at night. I’m consistently shocked by how many people park their cars in driveways or on the street who do not lock their cars. It is a simple solution 
to this problem. A thief will rarely go to the trouble of breaking a car window and risk the possibility of drawing attention to themselves.

Distraction schemes: This is a technique that is used by a pair of perpetrators. This could happen when you’re in a restaurant having lunch or dinner. Like 
many of us, we will place our wallet, purse, or cell phone on the table. When a pair of thieves see this, one of the pair will come up on one side of you and tap 
you on the shoulder to ask you arbitrary questions to distract you. While you are talking to them, their partner walks up on your other side and quickly takes 
your belongings. This can also happen at the store if thieves see that you have left your purse or wallet sitting in the child seat of your shopping cart. It's easy to 
get distracted and we all want to be polite and engage with other people, but don't be afraid to be on guard when you are approached by someone you don't 
know. To keep from falling victim to this scheme, it is important to either secure your belongings on your person or not allow yourself to be distracted. Finally, 
no matter how minimal you may think the loss is, I encourage you to contact your local police regarding an incident. People will say to me, "I had a bunch of 
change and some CDs stolen from my car. It's no big deal." I understand that you may think that your loss is minimal, but giving the police all of the 
information you can, no matter how small, can help them put together a pattern of activity that the perpetrator displays. If a pattern of activity can be 
discerned, the police can direct manpower and surveillance activities to where they believe the thief will attempt to strike, and can get them off of the street.

Thank you, and, as always, if you see something, SAY something. 

Safety First
Jeff James, Seneca Valley Supervisor of Safety and Security

• Community Awareness Bulletin (January 2019) - Federal Shutdown Scams

• Community Awareness Bulletin (January 2019) - White Van Scam

• Community Awareness Bulletin (December 2018) - Protecting Holiday Packages

• Community Awareness Bulletin (October 2018) - PA Yellow Dot and Emergency Contact Program

• Community Awareness Bulletin (July 2015) - Dangers of Methamphetamine Production

FAQs and more:
• Frequently Asked Questions - Cell Site Simulators

• School Bus Safety Tips - Helpful tips for students. 

• Child Safety Seat Checks - Have your child safety seat checked for proper installation

• Rules of the Road

• Fireworks in Pennsylvania - Frequently Asked Questions

• Safety and Crime Prevention - List of available forms and brochures

• Find Assistance If You Have Been a Victim of a Crime

To learn more, visit https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Pages/public-safety-home.aspx 

In spite of what TV crime shows depict, the large majority of crime never involves any type of extensive 
plot or conspiracy. The largest percentage of crime falls into a category called "crime of opportunity." 
What that means is a criminal won’t set out to victimize you or won’t go to the trouble of breaking a 
window or  using violence to commit a crime, but if they see an opportunity for a quick, easy score, they 
will take it.

Chances are that if you have been the victim of a theft crime, it has been a crime of opportunity. This is 
largely the case with things like bicycle theft. Very few people consider themselves to be professional 
bicycle thieves. They’re just thieves, and when they see a bicycle sitting against a pole that is not 
secured by a chain or a lock, they just grab it and go.
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Public Safety

Community Awareness Bulletins are published as necessary to share important information concerning the safety and security of the citizens we serve. The most 
recent and relevant bulletins are listed below:

https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Documents/CAB_02-2019.pdf
https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Documents/CAB_01-2019.pdf
https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Documents/CAB_06-2018.pdf
https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Documents/CAB%2005-2018%20Yellow%20Dot%20Program.pdf
https://www.psp.pa.gov/for%20media/Documents/socialmedia/05-2015%20CAB%20Dangers%20of%20Methamphetamine%20Production.pdf
https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Documents/FAQ%20CellSiteSimulators%202015%20revision3.pdf
https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Pages/School-Bus-Safety-Tips.aspx
https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Pages/child-seat-checks.aspx
https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Pages/Rules-of-the-Road.aspx
https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Pages/fireworks-safety.aspx
https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Pages/Safety-and-Crime-Prevention.aspx
https://pcv.pccd.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.psp.pa.gov/public-safety/Pages/public-safety-home.aspx
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(In Case You Missed It)

ICYMI...

• Junior Gianna Petrella proposed a Safe Swimming for Special Kids Program at SV.
• Haine Middle School’s fifth grade class made 94 toiletry kits for people coming to Light of Life.
• Ryan Gloyer Middle School is now on Twitter! Be sure to follow them.
• ECMS student’s letter to Sam’s Club led to a class party.
• National Drug Facts WeekTM (NDFW) is an annual health observance week (Jan. 22-27) designed to shatter 

the myths about drugs and drug abuse. As part of this event, we are sharing with parents an important 
documentary, “The Truth About Drugs."

• Take a virtual tour of Seneca Valley’s new Aquatic Center coming in 2020!

Link it
Click the hyperlinks below for other news you may want to see:

Seneca Valley Preschool is open for 2019-20 registration! This unique program is part of the Seneca 
Valley Senior High Child Development Curriculum. Monitored and guided by the teaching staff, 
high school students study the growth and development of children from birth to age five and use 
this information to assist in planning and teaching age-appropriate preschool lessons.  Enrolling 
in the SV Preschool program will provide children with an opportunity to participate in hands-on 
learning experiences while working one-on-one with high school students. The program runs every 
week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from mid-October through mid-May. The program is 
held for two hours and is offered as either a morning or afternoon session. Cost is $180/year/session. 
Children must live in the district or have parents who work for Seneca Valley. Children must also be 
toilet trained and three years of age on or before Sept. 1. For more information and/or to register, 
visit www.svsd.net/preschool. 

Seneca Valley Preschool is open for 2019-20 registration! 

https://www.facebook.com/SenecaValleySD/
https://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
https://www.instagram.com/senecavalleysd/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
https://twitter.com/SVCIRCRowan/status/1050764236492853248
http://www.cranberryeagle.com/article/20190108/CRAN0101/190109930?fbclid=IwAR0ZKXwyaCkxTIx0RnCYptplZjU4GY384VMqScvkoFHRmdCfUbfbL57i5jU
https://www.facebook.com/light.of.life.rescue.mission/videos/309995616383675/
https://twitter.com/SV_RGMS
https://www.facebook.com/butlereaglenews/photos/a.10150394454495499/10156655026760499/?type=1&theater
https://www.drugfreeworld.org/real-life-stories.html
https://roundme.com/tour/e2dd40850caa1a17dad3c68a77cdca78/view/1136550/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BtMGH9znlpI/
https://www.svsd.net/Page/16354




PREVIEW DAY
LA ROCHE COLLEGE  |  SATURDAY,  FEB. 23

• Meet current students
• Explore our majors and campus life
• Learn how to apply and pay for college
• Tour campus and enjoy brunch on us

FRESHMAN ADMISSIONS
800-838-4572  |  412-536-1272
admissions@laroche.edu

TRANSFER ADMISSIONS
412-536-1260
transferadmissions@laroche.edu

REGISTER AT 
laroche.edu/previewdays

https://laroche.edu/previewdays/


Your local Camp Invention site information:
REGISTER AT INVENT.ORG/CAMP OR 800-968-4332

Who: For children entering grades K–6
Location: Evans City Middle School 

345 West Main Street, Evans City, PA 16033
Date & Time: July 15 - 18, 2019 from 8:00am - 4:00pm

Price: $230 (before discount)
Director: Sara Kamarchik | kamarchiksb@svsd.net | (724) 290-4839

If these dates/times don’t work for you, please visit invent.org/camp for other locations near you.



changing lives, 
strengthening
our community
Mental Health Speaker Series:

Understanding Eating Disorders
Thursday, February 28, 2019, 6:30PM-7:30PM

Rose E. Schneider Family YMCA Community Room

Presented by:  Liz McCabe, PhD, LCSW Pittsburgh 
Site Director, The Emily Program

Information presented will include an overview of the 
various types of eating disorders, warning signs, medical 
complications, treatments, and how to talk with someone 
who might be struggling. There will be time for questions 
and answers.

Free community event! 
Register through the Y, inhouse and online.  

For more information, please contact
Carrie Ohorodnyk, Executive Director:
cohorodnyk@bcfymca.org 
724.452.9122 x232

Rose e. schneideR Family ymca  • 2001 Ehrman Rd. Cranberry Twp., PA  16066  •  http://rose.bcfymca.org
This is not a SVSD sponsored event. 




